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Rice is home to the #1 ranked graduate entrepreneurship program in the nation and the Liu Idea Lab for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (Lilie). Together with Rice Business, Lilie is preparing students to be innovators despite the uncertainty and challenges which lay ahead. Innovators like Chris Staffel of the Executive MBA class of 2017.

Chris never intended to be an entrepreneur. As an undergrad she attended a music conservatory in Chicago and then obtained a masters in fine arts with the goal of performing on stage. Eventually she pivoted from performing to producing by starting her own production company where she discovered a passion for the business side of off Broadway plays. She also found a passion for creating her own opportunities which would drive her to become a serial entrepreneur.  

While still producing plays in New York City, Chris met two individuals who recruited her to join an oil and gas company in an entry level position, but it would allow her to learn about a different industry rife with opportunity. So, she did what entrepreneurs do best, she pivoted to take advantage of this new open door. This move would eventually lead her to start three oil and gas companies with exits totaling over $1.4 billion, a hedge fund, and a healthcare company; all despite having never planned on being an entrepreneur.

As Chris puts it, “As entrepreneurs we live in the area of uncertainty constantly…” and she didn’t shy away from uncertainty when she founded her newest venture, Curation Farms. As a CBD company, Curation Farms operates in an industry which only gained legal status in 2018 and didn’t even have a banking infrastructure established for it. 

When COVID-19 started crippling the American economy, it made an uncertain industry even more ambiguous. Curation Farms had just made a fresh pivot from a B2B model to B2C via brick and mortar markets and Chris quickly realized the venture would have to change models again rapidly if they were to survive.

Though all her experience Chris has relied on an attitude of being open to new opportunities, making her own, and leaning on support systems to be successful. She has created a mindset that has not only allowed her to navigate ambiguity, but thrive within it.   

To hear more about how Chris and other Rice alumni have dealt with, and are currently dealing with, operating in uncertain times, check out this recording of Lilie’s most recent entrepreneurship panel moderated by Lilie Professor Al Danto. 

To learn more about how Lilie can help you succeed in uncertainty, join us for our informational session during Launch on 8/11, from 5:30 PM to 7 PM.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

