
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00-8:30a    Continental Breakfast and Registration (AFC) 

8:30-8:45a     Opening Session (AFC) 

9:00-10:00a    Panel Session I 

10:00-10:15a      Break 

10:15-11:15a   Panel Session II 

11:15-11:30a   Break 

11:30-12:30p   Panel Session III 

12:30-1:30p   Networking Lunch (AFC)
 

  

Agenda 

2016 JGSB Career Conference 

Friday, September 9, 2016 | McNair Hall, Rice University 



  

David Suszko ’16 MBAP 
DOW – Market Manager 
David Suszko currently serves as Market Manager for Dow’s 
Electrical and Telecommunications business in North 
America. David is responsible for the strategy, promotion 
and innovation pipeline of E+T solutions in North America 
and for driving higher profitability of the business through 
value chain analysis, segmentation and business analytics. 
He leads several cross functional innovation teams to 
continuously fill Dow’s innovation pipeline, and also has 
Global Market Management responsibility for Dow’s low 
voltage segment as well as Global Technology Leader 
responsibility for Dow’s Elastomers portfolio going into 
electrical and telecommunications applications. 

Jonathan Tauber ’13 EMBA 
Tauber Oil – Vice President 
Jonathan Tauber joined Tauber Oil Company in May 2009, 
and currently serves as Vice President of Business 
Development.   His primary focus is the acquisition of assets 
strategic to Tauber Oil Company’s businesses.  He has also 
been active in the natural gas business unit as a scheduler 
and gas marketer. Prior to his tenure at Tauber Oil Company, 
Jonathan worked as a land manager for Crew Land Research 
in Fort Worth, TX, leasing acreage for Chesapeake Energy. 

 

Prakash Iyer ’17 EMBA 
Inhance Technologies  - Senior Vice President Business 
Development and Technology  
Prakash has an undergraduate degree in Polymer 
Engineering from India. He obtained his PhD in 
Macromolecular Science and Engineering from Case Western 
Reserve University in 2006. The first 8 years of his 
professional life was at Eastman Chemical Company, located 
in Kingsport, TN. He worked in R&D in the Specialty Plastics 
Business. He has several patents to his name. In 2013, he 
accepted a management position with Inhance Technologies 
and relocated from TN to Houston TX. He serves as the 
Senior Vice President of Technology and Business 
Development at Inhance. He also manages a business unit 
and is in-charge of marketing.  

Aaron Sims’ 17 EMBA  
DOW – Operations Leader 
Aaron began his career with Dow in Freeport, TX in 2000 in 
Polyolefins Research and moved to Dow St. Charles 
Operations in the Greater New Orleans Area in 2001.  There 
he held several roles including production/improvement 
engineer at a Polyglycol/Surfactants production facility and 
Operations Leader at a world-scale ethylene amines unit.  In 
2008, Aaron relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area and 
worked for Chevron in process engineering, strategic 
business planning, and operations.  Aaron returned to Dow 
in 2014 and currently is the Operations Leader for an 
Acrolein Derivatives facility at Dow St. Charles Operations in 
the New Orleans area. 
 
 

CHEMICALS (SESSION III) 



 

 

 

 

Michael LaBoda ’13 FTMBA  
Alix Partners – Vice President 
Mike LaBoda helps companies enhance revenue, lower costs, 
and improve operational performance.  He has extensive 
experience assisting clients in the identification, 
prioritization, and execution of strategic and tactical plans 
that improve enterprise-wide performance and 
earnings.  Mike’s specialties include:  Customer Experience, 
Strategic Plan Development, Process Improvement, Cost 
Take-Out, Marketing Initiatives, Program Management 
(PMO), and Customer Relationship Management (CRM).  He 
works with companies of all sizes across multiple industries.   

 

 

Louis-Philippe Fortin Burroughes ’12 MBAP 
Alvarez & Marsal - Manager 
Louis-Philippe's work at Alvarez & Marsal delivers solutions 
that drive lasting change and improved operational 
performance. Current and past client engagements have 
spanned industries including oil and gas equipment 
manufacturing, upstream oil and gas, and midstream natural 
gas processing. Prior to joining Alvarez & Marsal, Louis-
Philippe worked at GE Energy Services for four years. There, 
he engaged in process improvement exercises intended for 
both traditional- and flexible-manufacturing systems. 

Matthew Thurman ’15 FTMBA 
McKinsey & Company – Associate  
Matt grew up in Austin, Texas and studied Philosophy and 
Government at UT-Austin, later enrolling in law school at 
Washington University in St. Louis. He then worked in the 
trial unit of the Alaska Public Defender Agency for 3 years 
before pursuing an MBA at Rice (c/o 2015). During business 
school he interned in the Houston office of McKinsey and 
Company and returned full-time after graduation. In a little 
over a year at McKinsey, Matt has worked in the 
Pharmaceutical, Chemicals, Oil and Gas, Finance, and 
Automotive industries across a variety of functions. 
 

Brad Prescott  ’15 FTMBA  
Deloitte – Senior Consultant  
Brad Prescott is a Senior Consultant with Deloitte Consulting’s 
Strategy and Operations practice. At Deloitte, he works with 
clients in the technology, media, and telecom industries. Prior to 
consulting, Brad held roles at companies in retail, online media, 
and financial services industries. He earned degrees in economics 
and English from University of Maine and an MBA from Rice 
University. Brad lives in Houston, Texas with his wife and 
daughter. 
 

Corali Muente  ’13 FTMBA  
Ernst & Young – Senior Advisor 
Corali Muente is a Senior in the Advisory Services practice of Ernst 
& Young LLP. She is a Performance Improvement Enterprise 
Intelligence professional with over 7 years of experience working 
in Business Intelligence engagements across North and South 
America in medium and large size corporations.  She has worked 
within the consumer goods, media and entertainment, oil and gas, 
financial services, food and beverages, manufacturing, security, 
and mineral extraction services industries. Her skills center on 
project management, business transformation, performance 
improvement, process automation, report building, and coaching. 

 

CONSULTING (SESSION I & II) 

Megan Manning ’12 FTMBA 
Alvarez & Marsal - Director 
Megan Manning is a Director with Alvarez & Marsal in 
Houston, TX focusing in areas including Merger Integration 
and Human Capital and Organizational Change. She has 
worked across industries including oil and gas, consumer 
packaged goods and non-profit and higher education 
institutions; providing thought leadership in the areas of 
strategic project planning, organizational design, merger 
integration strategy and planning and change management 
execution.  
 



   

 

  

David Friedman ’07 FTMBA  
EVgo  
Dave Friedman is a Product Manager for EVgo, the largest 
public electric vehicle Fast Charging network in the nation, 
where he designs programs and experiences to help spur the 
growth of the electric vehicle industry. Prior to EVgo, David 
led go-to-market strategy development for new business 
ventures at Waste Management.  He and his wife, Joanne, 
live in Houston with their 6-year-old son and one-year-old 
daughter. In his spare time, he runs marathons to raise 
money for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy research. 
 

Erica Villarreal’11 FTMBA  

Minute Maid – Senior Brand Manager-Innovation 

Erica Villarreal leads the brand strategy for the Minute Maid 
Shelf Stable and Frozen Juice portfolio, a division of The 
Coca-Cola Company. Her key responsibilities include the 
development of holistic communications and tactical plans, 
digital and social media strategies, consumer and customer 
marketing programs, and the brand’s innovation pipeline. 

Daniel Cotlar ’00 MBAP 
Blinds.com – Chief Marketing Officer 
Daniel Cotlar is the Chief Marketing Officer at Blinds.com 
and currently manages an award-winning e-commerce team 
that includes search engine marketing, design, branding, 
user experience, merchandising, social marketing and radio / 
TV advertising, all working to create the customer 
experience of the future for Blinds.com and The Home 
Depot. Daniel’s career spans from the start-up world to 
Reliant Energy, Daniel’s various roles and experiences helped 
him to later play a key strategic role in The Home Depot and 
Blinds.com merger in 2014. 
 

Blake Parrish ’ 15 FTMBA  

Pizza Hut – Sr. Associate Brand Manager 
Blake leads initiatives on Pizza Hut’s core business, enabling 
the organization to serve better products by recognizing 
cultural trends, acting on consumer insights, and ensuring 
strategic fit for the brand. In partnership with the cross-
functional team he leads, Blake has influence on every 
aspect of pizza: the dough, sauce, cheese, and ingredients; 
and how each is talked about to consumers. 
 

CONSUMER GOODS & SERVICES (SESSION II) 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Luis Gonzalez ’14 MBAP 
Shell – Upstream Information & Analytics Strategy Lead  

Luis Gonzalez has extensive energy industry experience in 

both Upstream and Downstream and has engaged in a wide 

array of assignments ranging from M&A deals to the build 

out of Analytics platforms, which resulted in building 

advanced project management, program management, 

business analysis, and change management skill sets. 

 

Kian Granmeyah ’09 FTMBA 
Apache - Manager, Investor Relations 

Kian Granmayeh joined Apache Corporation in May 2014. He 
was also Vice-President in Lazard's Oil & Gas group and 
focused on the upstream and oilfield services. 

 

Will Steen ’11 FTMBA 
Phillips66 – Director of Investment Appraisal 
William Steen and his Phillips66 team are responsible for 
business development and investment appraisal activities for 
asset acquisitions and divestitures, corporate targets, joint 
ventures, and organic projects. Previously, William served in 
the corporate finance and strategy departments at Phillips 
66 and El Paso Corporation. He holds an MBA from the Jones 
Graduate School of Business at Rice University and a 
Bachelor degree in Economics and Finance from Southern 
Methodist University.  
 

Nathan Pope  ’14 FTMBA  
Carrizo Oil & Gas – Operations Accounting Manager 
Nathan Pope graduated from the Jones School full-time MBA 
program in 2014.  Nathan was President of the Energy Club 
during his second year and graduated as a Jones 
Scholar.  After completing his Rice MBA Nathan joined 
Carrizo Oil & Gas, an upstream oil and gas company, as 
Operations Accounting Manager.  At Carrizo his team is 
responsible for operating P&L accruals, analyses, forecasting, 
and special projects.  Prior to Rice, Nathan worked eight 
years at EY in the Audit and Transaction Advisory Services 
practices.  He is a licensed CPA in Texas. 
 

Fernando Gil  ’04 FTMBA  
Chevron – Comercial Manager, Americas & Africa  
Fernando Gil is currently Commercial Manager within 
Chevron’s Corporate Business Development group based in 
Houston. In this role, Mr. Gil is engaged in identifying, 
evaluating and capturing new “upstream” growth assets in 
Africa and Latin America.  Currently, his primary focus is 
leading the commercial evaluation of new exploration and 
resource acquisition opportunities provided by the historic 
energy reform in Mexico. 

ENERGY - OPERATORS (SESSION I & II) 



Chris Staffel ’17 EMBA 

PennTex Midstream Partners, LP – Founding Member  
Chris Staffel serves as VP of Administration overseeing HR, 
PR, IT, Government Affairs, Risk Management and Facility 
Planning. Prior to PennTex, Chris managed public affairs 
and strategic outreach for Williams Companies within the 
Northeast region Based out of New York City, Chris served 
as the NE spokeswoman while overseeing public affairs to 
develop and implement strategic stakeholder engagement 
programs involving community and local government 
relations, corporate giving, local media relations and crisis 
communications.  

Steve Saboe ’ 01 EMBA 
Quest Growth Advisors – President and Founder 
Steve Saboe is President of Quest Growth Advisors, 
supporting and businesses in the energy, specialty 
products and service segments in North America. Quest 
focuses on clients’ diverse growth-related needs, including 
executive management, M&A processes, buy and sell side 
advisory, acquisition integration, organic growth strategy, 
governance model and process development, transition 
and exit planning, performance improvement and 
staff/leadership development.  Throughout the past 
decade, Saboe advised over thirty-five small to mid-size 
businesses in strategic growth and business optimization, 
lending over twenty-five years of executive, operating and 
transaction experience to the firms’ collective and diverse 
needs. 
 

 

 

  
 

Craig Ceccanti ’08 MBAP 

Pinot’s Palette – Founding Member and CEO 

Craig  Ceccanti has directed an innovative start-up 
business with one location to a concept which is now 
over 150 locations in the U.S. and international markets. 
His contributions at Pinot’s Palette have involved 
strategy, financing, architecting proprietary technology, 
developing and standardizing operations, fundraising, 
building a team-based culture and a purpose-driven 
brand. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP (SESSION III) 

Evy Pappas  
Pappas Restaurants ’09 MBAP 
Evy Pappas is an architect at Pappas Restaurants Inc.  
She has served the Pappas Restaurant Organization 
since 2010 in building design and construction.  With 
over 85 locations and growing, the Pappas building 
group manages building maintenance, remodels, and 
new construction.  Prior Evy worked as an architect at 
Gensler in Houston and at Hashim Sarkis Architecture, 
Landscape, and Urban Design in Cambridge, MA.   Evy 
earned a Bachelor's degree in Visual Arts and Art History 
from Duke University in 1998.   In 2003, she completed 
a Masters in Architecture from Harvard University.  Evy 
also holds an M.B.A. from Rice University (PMBA 2009) 
and serves as a board member for the Jones Graduate 
School of Business Alumni Association. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy Moffett ’12 FTMBA  
Salient Partners – Senior Associate 
Jimmy R. Moffett is a Senior Associate for Salient’s wealth 
management business, and serves a select few Family Office 
clients. Jimmy first joined the firm in 2011, working with Lee 
Partridge, CIO, on outsourced CIO account management and 
performance analytics. 

Rachel Myer ’15 FTMBA  

JP Morgan – Banker  
Rachel manages client relationships for the J.P. Morgan 
Private Bank in Houston. She specializes in advising 
corporate executives on investments, diversification 
strategies, executive compensation issues, and advanced 
estate planning techniques. Rachel joined the Private Bank in 
2015 after earning her MBA from the Jones Graduate School 
of Business at Rice University. 
 

Koby West ’10 FTMBA 
HSBC – Vice President & Relationship Manager 
Since 2010 I have been a Relationship Manager with HSBC in 
their Houston, TX based Corporate Banking office. Our group 
is focused on providing comprehensive domestic and 
international banking services and products to companies 
with over $500 million in annual sales. I have experience 
managing relationships with companies in oilfield services, 
refining, chemicals, EPC, consumer goods and IT sectors. We 
assist customers with their complete banking needs across 
the HSBC network (Canada, Mexico, Australia, Latin America, 
SE Asia, China, UK, Europe, India, Middle East). 
 

Michael Tatz ’ 12 FTMBA  

Goldman Sachs – Private Wealth Advisor 
Helps business owners think through and facilitate the 
growth and/or sale of a business by tapping into internal and 
external resources and networks. Provides holistic wealth 
management services for a select number of families, 
individuals and non-profit institutions. Conducts individual 
security, asset class, and portfolio analysis, and facilitates 
access to the vast resources of Goldman Sachs to provide 
customized solutions for clients. 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES (SESSION I) 



Liisa Price ’15 FTMBA 
Memorial Hermann – Director of Finance  
Liisa joined Memorial Hermann Health System in 2015 as an 
Administrative Fellow in Finance after receiving her MBA 
from Rice University’s Jones Graduate School of Business 
(JGSB). After completing her fellowship program, Liisa joined 
the organization’s Corporate Finance group as the Director 
of Financial Planning and Acquisitions. Liisa graduated with a 
BA Economics from University of Calgary in 2012 and 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of Finnish 
American Chamber of Commerce – Greater Houston.  
 

Maria Tort ’07 EMBA 
Pfizer – Vaccines Medical Director 
Maria J Tort, PhD, MBA is a Vaccines Medical Director with 
US Medical Affairs at Pfizer Inc. Dr. Tort leads external 
interactions with health care providers, professional medical 
societies, research institutions, and departments of health 
fostering scientific collaborations for vaccine development 
and for improvement of healthcare outcomes for vaccine-
preventable diseases. She provides clinical and research 
support to HCPs, clinical personnel, investigators, 
collaborators and alliance partners.   
 

  

Erin Cassidy ’13 FTMBA 
Nexus Health Systems – President  
Since 2014, Erin Cassidy has held the role of President for 
Nexus Health Systems, a 230+ bed specialty healthcare 
system based in Houston, TX.  Under her leadership the 
system has grown from 65MM to 85MM in annual revenues 
and roughly doubled the EBITDA margin. Prior to assuming 
her current position, she held various roles within Nexus 
Health Systems including Facility Administrator, Assistant 
Administrator, and Operations Specialist.  
 

Gerhard Golden ’05 FTMBA 
St Jude Medical – Global Marketing Director 
Gerhard Golden is a Global Marketing Director at St. Jude 
Medical. He received his Bachelor’s degree in Accounting 
from the University of Pretoria in South Africa. After 
graduation, he moved to Washington, DC in 1997. After 
working in various accounting and finance-related roles, he 
completed his MBA at Rice University in Houston, Texas. 
Since graduating in 2005, he has worked in various medical 
device sales and marketing roles for Johnson and Johnson 
and St. Jude Medical around the globe. 

HEALTHCARE (SESSION I) 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Steddum ’09 FTMBA  
Stifel Nicolaus & Company– Director of Energy Investment 
Banking  
Chris Steddum has extensive experience advising energy 
clients on capital markets transactions and strategic M&A. 
Prior to his current role, Chris served as a Vice President at 
Credit Suisse where he covered energy clients in the 
upstream, midstream, downstream and oilfield services 
sectors. Chris holds degrees in finance and risk management 
from the University of South Carolina with Honors and a 
MBA from the Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of 
Management at Rice University. 

Mitchell Currie ’15 FTMBA  
Morgan Stanley – Associate 
Mitchell Currie is a first year Associate in Morgan Stanley’s 
Energy Investment Banking Group. Prior to joining Morgan 
Stanley in August 2015, Mitchell worked as a Financial 
Analyst at Huddleston & Co. from 2012–2013 and as a Credit 
Analyst at Patriot Bank from 2010–2012. Mitchell received a 
MBA from the Jones Graduate School of Business at Rice 
University in 2015 and a BBA in Finance from Texas A&M in 
2010.  
 

Jason Starnes ’14 FTMBA 

Wells Fargo – Associate  
Jason is originally from Rockdale, Texas.  He graduated from 
Texas A&M University with a Bachelors of Business 
Administration in Finance in 2007.  After graduation, he 
spent 4.5 years in the Commercial Banking industry in 
Houston.  He then pursued his MBA at the Jones School at 
Rice University and graduated in May 2014.  He is currently a 
2nd year Associate with Wells Fargo’s Energy Investment 
Banking team.   
 

Laura Messier ’ 15 MBAP 
Citi – Associate, Global Energy Group 
Laura is an Associate at Citi. Prior to joining Citi, Laura 
worked as an Associate at Wells Fargo Energy Group, where 
she focused on E&P and OFS acquisition financing and 
corporate lending, and as a Senior Associate at PwC, where 
she focused on merger and acquisition tax due diligence. 
Laura’s deal experience includes a midstream sell-side 
advisory role, a left-lead joint bookrunner role on the initial 
public offering for VTTI Energy Partners, and a number of 
acquisition financings including NOV’s $2.5bn acquisition of 
Robbins & Myers, Advent’s acquisition of NCS Energy 
Services, and a lead arranger role for Templar Energy. 
 
 

Ben Messier ’14 FTMBA (Session I Only) 
Intrepid – Associate  
Benjamin Messier is an Associate at Intrepid Financial 
Partners in Houston. Prior to joining Intrepid, Ben was an 
Associate in the Oil & Gas Investment Banking group at 
Credit Suisse, where he participated in the advisory of buy 
side acquisitions, asset sales, reversionary drilling funds, and 
various debt and equity offerings. Prior to his tenure at 
Credit Suisse, Ben worked in Treasury at Atwood Oceanics, a 
global offshore drilling company, and Ubiquity Retirement + 
Savings, where he advised small business owners on the 
administration and fund selection of their companies’ 401(k) 
plans. 
 

Brice Simpson ’ 08 FTMBA (Session II Only) 
Intrepid – Vice President 
Brice Simpson is a Vice President at Intrepid Financial 
Partners. Prior to joining Intrepid, Brice was a Director in 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch’s Energy & Power group in 
Houston and a Vice President in the Global Industrials 
Group in New York.  During his tenure at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, Brice was responsible for the origination 
and execution of a variety of financing and merger & 
acquisition transaction advisory assignments.  Brice 
started his career as a corporate governance consultant in 
Houston focused on the Energy Sector. 
 

INVESTMENT BANKING (SESSION II & iii) 



 

  

Christopher Schneider ’15 MBAP 
Baker Hughes – Sales Manager  
Christopher “Topher” Schneider graduated from Colorado 
School of Mines December of 2005 with a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering. Upon graduation he started as a field engineer 
with BJ Services in Clinton, OK. From there he moved to 
Houston as a Training Engineer for BJ Services conducting 
internal training courses for field engineers globally. After 
that role and the Baker Hughes acquisition of BJ Services, he 
has held several roles in technical sales and engineering, and 
sales management for various product lines in the 
organization. Currently he is in a sales role for Coiled Tubing 
Services for the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

David Dezso  ’17 EMBA  
Forum Energy – Director of Operations 

David Dezso is the Director of Operations for the 

Completions business unit at Forum Energy Technologies 

– a leading global oil and gas services company that offers 

a broad portfolio of oilfield products and services within 

the Energy sector. He is charged with leading the service 

operations team across the United States, accountable for 

P&L management and ensuring our operational 

effectiveness exceeds our customers’ expectations.  

 
Sam Veselka ’12 FTMBA 
Cameron, (Schlumberger Co.) – Director of Strategic Growth 
Sam Veselka started at Cameron in June of 2012 as a 
project manager for the Distributed Valves Division. In 
2014 he became the Marketing Development Manager 
working on strategy, marketing and M&A. In 2015, 
multiple groups merged and he became the Director of 
Marketing for the Valves & Measurement Division. With 
the Schlumberger acquisition in 2016, he moved into 
the role of Director of Strategic Growth for the Valves & 
Measurement segment, currently tasked with global 
responsibility of growing the services side of the 
business for V&M. 
 

Laura Schilling  ’03 FTMBA  
Halliburton – Director, Global Business Development 
Laura Schilling is Director Global Business Development for 

Halliburton. In her role, she drives commercial strategy and 

business development for global well intervention services 

across 30 countries. Previously she led the commercial 

portfolio for a large multinational operator responsible for 

commercializing upstream solutions for onshore and deep 

water projects in the Western Hemisphere with over $1B in 

revenue.  

OILFIELD SERVICES (SESSION II & III) 

Kyle Hoelscher  ’14 FTMBA 
FMC Technologies – Global Operations Analyst 
Kyle Hoelscher is a Global Operations Analyst at FMC 
Technologies, with responsibility for supporting the 
company’s Western Region operations.  Prior to his role as 
an analyst, he worked as a Project Manager for FMC 
Technologies on the most technologically advanced Gulf of 
Mexico project to date. Kyle also worked with FMC 
Technologies on his Action Learning Project (ALP) and 
interned with the company’s Energy Infrastructure 
organization, where he developed the business case for 
moving manufacturing locations of a subsea metering 
product line. Prior to earning his MBA, he worked for Waste 
Management in various Supply Chain roles. Kyle holds a 
bachelor’s degree from The University of Texas at Austin 
and an MBA from Rice University. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brandi Downey ’11 FTMBA 
Eat.Drink.Real Estate – Owner  
Brandi Downey is a Houston native who has been 
professionally involved in real estate since 2006. Brandi has 
6+ years of experience as an account/auditor for BIG 4 
commercial real estate firms. Brandi is passionate about 
everything real estate – consulting, sales, and leasing, and 
loves to create various scenarios for clients to evaluate the 
best use of their investment dollars. 
 

Evan Altemus ’15 FTMBA  
Marcus & Millichap – Associate, National Retail Group 
Evan Altemus is a brokerage associate at Marcus & Millichap 
where he represents private investors and institutions in the 
acquisition and disposition of single and multi-tenant retail 
properties up to $20,000,000.  In this role, he analyzes macro 
and micro economic factors in determining the value of 
properties, negotiates transactions, and assists buyers with 
obtaining loan approval. 
I am Jones School Class of 2006.  Worked for a local developer for 

Kenneth Jett ’ 01 FTMBA  
Hines – Managing Director 
Mr. Jett joined Hines Interests in 2003. He is a Managing 
Director in the Office of Investment Management and is 
responsible for fund oversight of acquisitions, asset 
management and dispositions in Hines's West and South 
East Regions of the United States for the Hines US Core 
Fund, Hines REIT, Hines Global REIT and Hines Global REIT II. 
Mr. Jett has been instrumental in the acquisition of over $4.5 
billion in assets across multiple product types and has 
executed the strategies of the majority of those investments 
through their management and disposition.  
 

REAL ESTATE (SESSION III) 

Jonathan Paine ’06 FTMBA 
JLL- Senior Vice President, Real Estate Investment 
Banking- Equity Placements 
Jonathan Paine joined the Real Estate Investment 
Banking (REIB) practice in August 2013.  As a Vice 
President, Jonathan focuses on Structured Equity 
Placements consisting of preferred equity, mezzanine 
financing and joint venture equity placements. Prior to 
joining Jones Lang LaSalle Capital Markets, Jonathan was 
with Means Knaus Partners (MKP), a Houston based real 
estate operating partner and manager, where he was 
the Vice President of Finance. In this role, Mr. Paine was 
responsible for evaluating co-invest opportunities, 
managing the corporate finance function, and ultimately 
managing the sale of MKP to Jones Lang LaSalle in 
August of 2013.  MKP partnered with institutional equity 
partners such as Carlyle, Walton Street, DRA and Beacon 
Capital in investments and developments across the 
country. At the time of its sale, MKP had 25MM SF 
under management having co-investment positions in 
roughly 1.25MM SF.  In total Mr. Paine has been 
involved with the sale, financing, or leasing of nearly 
$1.3 billion in real estate over the past 10 years. 
 



 

Clement Ogufiofor ’10 FTMBA  
AT&T – Senior Associate, Corporate Strategy  
Clement has 6 years in the technology/telecom industry, all 

within AT&T where he is currently Senior Associate in 

Corporate Strategy.  Prior to his current role, he has held 

positions in strategy and business development in Big Data, 

finance and intellectual property valuation, project 

management in AT&T Digital Life, and managed a team in 

AT&T business solutions. 

 

Brad Farmer ’10 MBAP 

Amazon Web Services 
Brad is a Houston-based Account Executive for Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) which is Amazon.com’s $10B cloud-
computing business unit.  In his role, Brad works with 
numerous Fortune 500 companies on their IT strategy and 
projects.  Before AWS, Brad spent four years at two Silicon 
Valley start-up companies (PernixData & Tintri) and eleven 
years at EMC Corporation with his last role as EMC’s Global 
Account Manager for ExxonMobil. 
 

Andrew Hsu ’11 MBAP  

Vega Factor – Product Manager  
Andrew Hsu is a co-founder, electrical engineer, and product 
manager with industry experience ranging from refineries 
(Foster Wheeler) to start-ups (Manilla, House Canary, Vega 
Factor) & large tech companies (Google). Andrew is currently 
a product manager at Vega Factor, a start up which works 
closely with clients to transform their culture and increase 
performance, while in parallel, building technology to help 
scale solutions to organizations of all sizes.  
 

TECHNOLOGY (SESSION I) 

Mahil Castillo ’11 MBAP 
HP, Inc –Consumer Services Product Management 
Mahil has been with HP for 10 years, and during her tenure 
she has held a variety of roles, such as Customer Experience 
Design for post-sales support, Commercial Channel Program 
management, and Consumer Services Product management. 
Her roles have covered different countries and regions such 
as Latin America, US, and North America. Prior to her term in 
HP, Mahil worked at JP Morgan Chase as Corporate Trust 
Administrator. 
 


